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Background:

Recent trends in landfill strategy are different between USA, EU and Japan.  EU is shifting to limiting organic input by applying MBP and incineration.  USA is working on integrating bioreactor landfill technology with no source separation.  Japan is extending source separation to various materials while keeping incineration as major treatment technology.  However, the west and east doesn`t know each other`s approach well.  Incineration and source separation, which is already well established in Japan, will be popular in EU.  Differences in strategies seem to be getting smaller.

Objectives: 

To recognize the different practices between USA, EU and Japan.

To discuss what is the best waste management (landfill) strategy as the global standard.

Expected outcomes:  

Harmonization of definitions and terminologies of landfilling 

Clarification of the perception of “SUSTAINABLE LANDFILL” in USA, EU and Japan.

Questions:

1. What are the trends in landfill construction technologies (bottom liner, compaction, daily cover etc.)

2. Can the current leachate containment systems in the three continents ensure groundwater protection before waste reaches final storage quality?

3. How the risks of landfills are perceived, and managed?  

4. What kind of presorting-pretreatment should be applied prior to landfilling? 

5. Is there a single “The best waste management (landfilling) strategy” as a global standard?

6. World population is increasing and securing land for waste disposal is becoming difficult.   Can Japan`s experience be a model for the future waste management in Europe or USA?

7. What are the anticipated short-term or long-term changes in the waste disposal related legislations in USA, EU and Japan?  What are the driving forces?
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