Dear Sir/Madam,


2004-03-01

SESSION CHAIR FOR THE 3rd ICRS

I herewith wish to propose a session regarding:

Odour emissions as environmental stress factors (from municipal waste treatment). 

Key words: 
material recycling, source separation, fermentation, odour reduction and 

commercial soil

1/ Description of the session topic.

Biological treatment of municipal waste is increasing as a result of improved techniques for biogas production and nutrient recycling. Complaints from the public due to odour emissions from municipal activities, e.g. composting plants or waste gases of industrial or agricultural origin are significantly increasing in many countries. This leads to more emphasis on odour assessment.

Municipal emissions are associated with a wide range of odourous compounds, e.g numerous compounds including sulphur or nitrogen containing compounds, organic acids, phenols, alcohols, aldehydes or ketones.

So far, their has been little focus on emissions causing odour problems to the public. Today, it is a new area for debating and future research work.

Recent conferences are approaching the problem and ICRS Conference would be a suitable forum for both individual presentation as well as group discussions. 

2/ Questions to discuss.

- state-of-the-art

- on-going work

- consequences on biological treatment (negative feed-back)

- reduction of emissions

- pilot tests vs large scale field tests

3/ Introduction

I am prepared to introduce this Session. 

4/ How will the questions be discussed?

I would be prepared to give an overall view of the problem today. A network has already started in Europe consisting of a few institutions, industries and companies to deal with the odour problem. A research work will commence in Sweden during the early spring of 2004 to construct a biocell reactor with source separated household waste by identifying odour sources and the after treatment of excavating biocells for soil improvements.

The session will include brief summeries of ongoing work in the field of odour treatment. 

I anticipate a few number of short presentations preferable from a wide range of the world to highlight various issues related to odour problems. This will be followed by a group discussion.

5/ Expected results

I expect that the Session after presentations and group discussion will come to some conclusions regarding the main issues e. g priority list of problems, on-going activities and a guide-line for future development. Perhaps, it might be possible to introduce a network communication over Internet and by email.

6/ Estimated time

Asuming 4-6 presentations (2 hrs)  and a group discussion (2 hrs) + session summery (1 hr) it will probably take a full afternoon.

7/ Preparation work

As outlined in the guidelines.

.

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Best regards,

Gustav Tham
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